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Western Illinois University’s Fiscal Year 2015 Capital Recommendations to the Illinois Board of 
Higher Education (displayed in Western Illinois University Board of Trustees Resolution No. 
13.10/5) shows that the University is aggressively pursing its highest master plan priorities. These 
priorities, with costs and justifications are displayed below. 

�x Priority 1: New Science Building Phase I ($60.0 million). Construction of a new science 
building will consolidate and replace outdated facilities in Currens, Waggoner, and 
Tillman Halls.  All three facilities were constructed before modern laboratory standards 
were developed for acceptable indoor air quality and energy efficiency. Antiquated fume-
hood systems and poor quality heating, ventilation, and air conditioning systems result in 
inadequate comfort and humidity control. 

�x Priority 2: New Science Building Phase II ($51.1 million). Phase II will continue with 
the improvements to the science programs at Western Illinois University by renovating 
Currens Hall.   

�x Priority 3: New Visual Arts Center ($64.6 million). Art currently uses facilities in 
Garwood Hall, Sallee Hall, and the Heating Plant Annex. A new Visual Arts Center will 
address space inefficiencies and inadequacies. These spaces do not meet industry and 
environmental protection guidelines and are not appropriate for teaching and learning.  

�x Priority 4: Stipes Hall Renovation ($46.7 million) is more cost effective then building a 
new academic building. Stipes Hall was constructed in 1968 and has had no major 
renovations or updates, resulting in a high deferred maintenance backlog. 

�x Priority 5: New Education Building ($69.6 million). Horrabin Hall was originally 
constructed in 1965 as a K-12 laboratory school.  The facility does not match the 
academic needs of the College of Education and Human Services. 

 
As the University plans new facilities, Facilities Management Director Coker and Associate 
Provost Neumann are leading a space study to ensure optimal utilization and efficiency in future 
construction and renovation.  
 
Campus efficiencies will also be enhanced with the receipt of state capital renewal funding. 
Western Illinois University is seeking $10.8 million in capital renewal funds for modernizing 
classrooms; heating, ventilation, and air conditioning systems; energy management controls; and 
electrical and plumbing distribution systems. Funds would also be applied to renovating campus 
sidewalks, drives, and exterior stairways.    
 
Enhancing The Student Experience emphasizes recreational activities and housing strategies to 
promote personal growth and social responsibility.  
 
Recreational Activities 
T
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administrative units and academic departments (2,926 events), off-campus organizations (137 
events), and conferences (247 event
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Table 1 
-continued- 

 
Horrabin Hall   
East Corridor Installed new floor tile 
South Exterior  Repaired handrail on the ADA ramp 

 
Morgan Hall  
Rooms 228, 326, 308, 309A -  New paint and ceiling tile 
Room 109  New paint and floor tile 
Rooms 326, 308, 309A -  Installed department-purchased projectors 
Entryway ceiling  New paint 
Sherman Hall  
Registrar Office 
 

New paint in lobby 

Tillman Hall  
First Floor 
 

New floor tile 

Browne Hall  
Hainline Lobby, School of Music 
lobby, and Theatre lobby 

New ceiling tile and paint 

Room 129 New paint and soundproofing panels installed 
Rooms 215, 220, 207, 226  
 

New paint and ceiling tiles 

Simpkins Hall  
Recital Hall foyer New carpet 
Rooms 313, 314 Soundproofing panels and department-purchased 

projectors installed 
Sallee Hall  
Hallways Installed bulletin boards 
 
Building upon last year’s Western Illinois University branding with a logo painted on the City of 
Macomb’s north water tower, Rocky on Parade was introduced. Inspired by successful exhibits 
like Cows on Parade in Chicago, Art Professor Bill Howard created Rocky On Parade, a public 
art project featuring life-
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Engaging The Strategic Plan supports priorities related to campus safety, efficiency, and 
technology. 
 
The Office of Public Safety (OPS) promotes and enforces safety and security by responding to 
inquiries, conducting patrols, assisting motorists, staffing campus events, offering various safety 
classes, and 
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Western completed two capital renewal projects. The University received capital renewal funding 
to replace the Brophy Hall chiller and the failing cooling system serving the University's primary 
server room in Morgan Hall. Should temperature raise above 80 degrees in the University Data 
Center, university equipment, include access to servers, Internet, e-mail, mainframe, and distance 
learning would shut down. The University also received funding to improve the electrical 
infrastructure feeding the campus.  This includes switchgear replacement at the main switchyard 
near Horrabin Hall and high voltage wiring across campus. These actions are in preparation for 
the Center for Performing Arts.  

 
With state funding not matching maintenance needs, the University had to self-fund many critical 
projects. In December 2010, the Western Illinois University Board of Trustees approved issuance 
of a Certificate of Participation totaling $11.5 million for the completed projects discussed below.  

�x Air handler and chiller replacements in Beu Health Center, Brophy, Currens, Horrabin, 
Morgan, Stipes, Simpkins, and Waggoner Halls.  

�x Asbestos abatement and re-insulation of the mechanical systems in Currens, Horrabin, 
Morgan, Stipes, Waggoner Halls and the Heating Plant Annex. 

�x Replacement of decorative walls at Malpass Library, 

�x Roof replacements for Browne Hall, Morgan Hall, University Union, and Waggoner 
Hall.  

�x Sherman Bell Tower and acroteria repair.  

�x Steam line replacement serving approximately one million square feet of space including 
five residence halls and two academic buildings 



 

8 

climatologists' finding that 350 parts per million of carbon dioxide is the safe upper limit 
for CO2 in our atmosphere 
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Phase II to the Commission in Spring 2014. Copies of these materials will be included in a future 
Western Illinois University Board of Trustees meeting.  Opening a new branch campus also 
requires an on-site visit by the Commission. Additional information on the University’s site visit 
will be presented to the Board of Trustees and campus community when details are known.  
 
Riverfront Campus Phase I 
Phase I achieved Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Silver Certification 
from the United States Green Building Council. The Summer 2013 edition of Sustainable 
Construction (www.SustainableConstruction.com) featured the cover story Studying in 
Sustainable Style: Western Illinois University achieves LEED Silver for Phase I 
renovation. New construction for Phase II underway. The article chronicles sustainable 
construction and renovation practices used in Riverfront Phases I and II.  
 
In addition to receiving LEED Certification, Riverfront Room 122 was re-purposed into a physics 
laboratory. The room includes workbenches, enhanced dual-platform iMac workstations, 
discipline specific software, and a dedicated switch. Ipad carts were also introduced for student, 
faculty, and staff use at Riverfront and 60th Street.  
 
Riverfront Campus Phase II 
Phase II remains on-time to open prior to fall 2014 classes and in budget. The facility, a $42 
million construction project, will feature 95,000 square feet of new construction in the form of 
five, interconnected buildings.  
 
Interior spaces include two large classrooms, 13 classrooms (five video conference capable), six 
conference rooms (two video conference capable), five science laboratories with two preparation 
areas, three computer laboratories, 83 Offices, two lounges, a nursing laboratory, counselor 
education clinic, library with five group study rooms, a large atrium, and formal and informal 
student gathering areas. Exterior spaces include formal and informal lawns and landscapes of 
native vegetation, outdoor seating areas, and 297 additional parking spaces.  Phase II will also 
feature all new technology supported by project funds from the Illinois Capital Development 
Board.  
 
The project is expected to achieve substantial completion in July 16, 2014. The University will 
have approximately one month to complete moves and open the new facility before the start of 
academic year 2014-2015.  Ensuring this tight timeline is successfully achieved, the campus is 
relying on the expertise of the Quad Cities Facilities Implementation Team (QC-FIT).   
 
Similar to the successful Phase I move, QC-FIT is charged with planning and coordinating all 
aspects of the physical move to the Riverfront Campus Phase II. The team consists of individuals 
who coordinate selection and procurement of Riverfront technology, equipment, and furnishings. 
The team will also implement plans related to campus signage, physical move, and other 
logistics. 
 
Throughout the planning process, QC-FIT provides opportunities for input from students, faculty, 
and staff. QC-FIT posts planning 
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Table 2 
Quad Cities Facilities Implementation Team Membership 

 
Kristi Mindrup Assistant Vice President, Quad Cities and Planning, Co-Chair 
Bill Brewer Assistant Director, Facilities Management, Co-Chair 
Andrea Allison Research and Instruction Consultant 
Suzanne Bailey Associate Professor, Law Enforcement and Justice Administration 
Amanda Bergeson Office Support Associate, WQPT 
Chris Brown Administrative Aide, Office of the Vice President, Quad Cities and Planning 
Karin Chouinard Instructional Technology Systems Manager, Quad Cities Technology 
Christopher David Assistant Director, Quad Cities Technology 
Lindsay Fender Assistant to the Vice President, Quad Cities and Planning 
Tom Finley Librarian, Quad Cities Library 
Debbie Lee Assistant Professor, Curriculum and Instruction 
Charles Lydeard
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Table 3 
-continued- 

 
Steve Nelson Community Member 
Jim Patterson Assistant Dean, College of Business and Technology 
Bill Pratt Director, School of Nursing 
Mary Pruess Director, WQPT 
Lois Retherford Admissions/Records Officer, Western Illinois University-Quad Cities 
Jim Schmidt Associate Dean, College of Arts and Sciences 
Erskine Smith Associate Dean, College of Education and Human Services 
Lori Turner Alderman, City of Moline 
Roger Viadero
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2009 
�x Western receives state funding for renovating the former John Deere and Company 

Technical Center to create Riverfront Campus Phase I. Western also receives funding for 
design and construction of Riverfront Campus Phase II.  

�x Caxton Building (lease space) used for the School of Engineering 
 
2008 

�x University receives State of Iowa and Higher Learning Commission-North Central 
Association of Colleges and Schools approval to house Museum Studies at the Figge Art 
Museum in Davenport, Iowa 

 
There will be many construction and related activities during remainder of academic year 2013-
2014. Phase II construction will be completed in July and Phase II will open in fall 2014. The 
Phase III programming study will be completed and 60th Street will be vacated. The Fiscal Year 
2015 Master Plan Update will provide additional details on these initiatives.  


