
English Department Course Descriptions Spring 2016 
 

Macomb Campus 

Undergraduate Courses 

English Composition (ENG 180 & 280) 

ENG 180  College Composition I 
Sections 12, 42 – Bonnie Sonnek 

Aim: In ENG 180, you will be introduced to writing as a social activity with the goal of providing you with the 



Teaching Method: This class will combine reading, lecture, discussion, and especially in-class drafting and 

peer review. 

Assignments: Students in the course will complete five essays on suggested topics, peer review of classmates



ENG 280  College Composition II 
Sections 1, 7 – Kathleen O’Donnell-Brown 

Aim: We recognize writing as influenced by complex intuitive, cognitive, rhetorical, social, and ecological 

processes that develop through social acquisition, training, and reflective practice. Our curriculum is built 

around five Guiding Principles: Language is social—and so is writing; Writing is work that involves play; 

Thinking, reading, and writing are intimately connected to each other and to identity; Writing concepts and 

practices are transferrable; Community is important to the process of writing. Students will complete writing 

assignments that encourage them to explore their own writing along with the writing of other discourse 

communities and occupations.  

Teaching Method: This course will meet alternately in a classroom and a computer lab. WesternOnline will be 

used for the posting and submitting of assignments.  

Assignments: Students will write 5-10 summaries and responses to short, assigned readings about writing. 

There are 5-10 other short writing assignments and quizzes. Students will write 3 extended essays, 1 in-class 

essay, and submit a portfolio with reflection essay.  

Tentative Reading List: Students will be assigned readings through WesternOnline.  

Prerequisite: ENG 180 with a grade of C or better; at least 24 hours earned 

ENG 280  College Composition II 
Sections 16, 29 – Alisha White 

Aim: In addition to meeting the objectives established by the Department of English for 280, we will 

concentrate on critical reading and writing skills. Students will learn skills connected with a wide variety of 

writing genres. 

Teaching Method: Class will be a mixture of discussion, group activities, writing workshops, and interactive 

mini-lectures. Visual methods of inquiry will be a major focus. 

Assignments: Students will write responses to assigned readings as well as other short writing assignments and 

in-class activities. Four major papers: visual analysis, observation study, discourse narrative, and library 

research. In-class and online writing, quizzes, and class participation will also figure into the final grade. In 

addition, students will compile a portfolio reflecting on their work throughout the semester. 

Tentative Reading List:  

Required Texts 

Seeing & Writing 4 by McQuade & McQuade  

A Pocket Style Manual by Hacker & Sommers.  

Suggested Texts 

Remix: Reading and Composing Culture, 2
nd

 edition by Latterell  

From Critical Thinking to Argument, 4
th

 edition by Sylvan Barnet, Hugo Bedau 

Prerequisite: ENG 180 with a grade of C or better; at least 24 hours earned 

ENG 280  College Composition II 
Section 36 – Timothy Helwig 

Aim: First, the American Dream is built upon the enduring mythologies that America is largely a middle-class 

society; that America is a land of limitless opportunity; and that America is a nation of self-made men and 

women. And yet when it comes to analyzing and understanding American identity, class status is often 

minimized, discredited, or ignored. This composition course insists on the importance of class in the shaping of 

American culture and considers the ways “class matters” in our everyday lives. By studying how class identity 

is constructed in a series of contemporary essays and in classic American literature, and by analyzing how class 

identities are represented in popular media today, we will consider the role class has played in the development 

of American society and in the construction of American identity. 

Second, ENG 280 is a writing course based on the assumption that writing is a skill, and that any skill can be 

improved through guided practice. ENG 280 is designed to give you that guidance and practice so that you can 

improve the ability you already have and become a better, more confident writer. ENG 280 will help you 



prepare for the kinds of writing you will be asked to do throughout your college career: the identification, 

construction, and investigation of an issue, crafted with the best possible means of support and expression, 

given your audience and purpose. In addition, you will learn skills for conducting productive research and 

incorporating secondary sources effectively into your argumentative prose. 

Assignments: Analytical Essays, Peer Review Workshops, and Final Research Project. 

Teaching Method: Guided Discussion and Individual Conferences. 

Tentative Reading List: Rereading America, 9
th

 edition; additional readings by authors such as Raymond 

Carver and Edgar Allan Poe 

Prerequisite: ENG 180 with a grade of C or better; at least 24 hours earned 

 

English Literature & Writing 

ENG 200  Introduction to Poetry  
Section 1 – Magdelyn Hammond Helwig  

Aim:   Ink runs from the corners of my mouth. 

  There is no happiness like mine. 

  I have been eating poetry. 

    



ENG 202  Introduction to Drama 
Section 1 – Christopher Morrow 

Topic: To Shakespeare and Beyond 

Aim:  2016 marks the 400
th

 anniversary of the death of William Shakespeare.  In celebration of this milestone 

for one of the most prominent, influential, and still performed playwrights to have written for the stage, this 

course will introduce students to drama through the lens of Shakespeare.  We will read, discuss and write about 

Shakespeare’s plays, classical precursors, and modern adaptations.  These dramatic works will introduce 

students to a range of dramatic genres from multiple historical periods, national traditions, and diverse voices. 

While we will also consider these works as performance texts situated in a theatrical context, we will primarily 

examine them as works of literature, performing literary analyses on both the form and content of the texts.  

Assignments: Daily readings, discussion, essays, exams 

Tentative Reading List:  

Aristophanes, Lysistrata 

Euripedes, Medea 

William Shakespeare, Macbeth 

William Shakespeare, The Taming of the Shrew 

William Shakespeare, Othello 

Welcome Msomi, uMabatha 

Djanet Sears, Harlem Duet 

Paula Vogel, Desdemona 

Prerequisite: None 

ENG 285  Introduction to Creative Writing  
Sections 1, 2 – Barbara Harroun   

Aim: An introductory course for students who wish to explore various forms of poetry and short-





ENG 299  Critical Methods of Reading and Writing 
Sections 1, 2 – Christopher Morrow 

Aim: 



challenges, and/or various cultural practices and expectations that shape their experience.  

Teaching Method: A combination of lecture and discussion, with greater emphasis placed on discussion.  

Assignments: Approximately 4 papers (5-7 pages per assignment).  

Tentative Reading List:  
Austen, Jane. Pride and Prejudice  

Morrison, Toni. The Bluest Eye  

Nabokov, Vladmir. Lolita  

Walker, Alice. Possessing the Secret of Joy  

Woolf, Virginia. To the Lighthouse  

Prerequisite: None, but ENG 280 strongly recommended 

ENG 306  Forms of the Novel   
Section 1 – Timothy Helwig 

Aim: This English course will analyze a series of canonical and popular novels representative of the major 

literary movements in American literature. Historicizing and critically contextualizing novels from American 

romanticism, realism, naturalism, modernism, and postmodernism will provide us with a deep and coherent 

overview of what makes American literature unique, dynamic, and crucial to understanding our national culture, 

and will teach us the key formal elements of the novel. Paying special attention to the novels’ representations of 

class, racial, and gendered difference will enable us to appreciate the important role literature has played in the 

formation of an American identity that is always contested. 

Assignments: Discussion Posts, Analytical Essays, and Exams. 

Teaching Method: Lectures and Open Discussion. 

Tentative Reading List: Will include authors such as: Charles Brockden Brown, Harriet Beecher Stowe, 

Harriet Wilson, Henry James, Ernest Hemingway, Anzia Yezierska, and Toni Morrison. 

Prerequisite: ENG 299 with a grade of C or better, or consent of instructor 

ENG 311  Studies in Medieval British Literature 
Section 1 – Margaret Sinex 

Aim: Harlequin romances remain hugely popular (and lucrative) in the 21
st
 century while scholars continue to 

resist considering them literature. In ENG 311 we will be reading popular romances of the late Middle Ages, 

several of which many scholars also exclude from the canon of “high” literature.  We know that like Harlequins, 

they were popular, entertaining and spoke to the concerns of their audiences.  The defining issues of the 

romance novel identified by the RWA (Romance Writers of America) also apply to these medieval English 

texts:  

Two basic elements comprise every romance novel: a central love story and an emotionally satisfying 

and optimistic ending. … The main plot centers around individuals falling in love and struggling to 

make the relationship work…. [T]he love story …[must be] the main focus of the novel. In a romance, 

the lovers who risk and struggle for each other and their relationship are rewarded with emotional justice 

and unconditional love.  

The medieval romance also focuses on romantic love and the family; they explore the increasing tension in 

English society between arranged marriages negotiated by two families and the romantic desires of individuals. 

Obstacles often take the form of threats to the cohesion of the nuclear family such as infertility, sexual violence, 



One representative Harlequin Romance.   

Four Middle English Romances: Sir Isumbras, Octavian, Sir Eglamour of Artois, Sir Tryamours.  Ed. Harriet 

Hudson. 



 Ama Ata Aidoo, Our Sister Killjoy 

 Doreen Baingana, Tropical fish 

 Alain Brigand, 11ô09ò01 



Knox, Bill.  Writing Fast-Writing Well. Dubuque: Kendal-Hunt, 2013. 

Markel, Mike. Technical Communication















Macomb Campus 

Graduate Courses 

English 

ENG 532  Literature and Place 
Section 1 – Shazia Rahman 

Topic: Pakistani Women’s Narratives of Belonging 

Aim: Literary and cultural production in Pakistan is shaped by global Muslim religious discourses because of 

Pakistan’s history at its inception. In 1947, at the moment of its creation, Pakistan was supposed to be a 

homeland for Indian Muslims. Many became convinced that Muslims (or at least Indian Muslims) were a nation 

and therefore should have their own country. However, this focus on religious identity ignored other 

identifications such as those with place. The purpose of this course is to ask how women writers and filmmakers 

in Pakistan explore alternative, environmental ways of belonging in order to counter dominant discourses of 

religious nationalism. As we read Pakistani narratives of belonging, we will ask how they emphasize place-

based identifications in an arena of struggle with the dominant establishment. Alongside our imaginative fiction 

and film, we will read a seminal theoretical work of geography as well as a history of Pakistan. These will help 

us formulate our own answers to the questions: In what ways are these filmic and fictional texts grounded in the 

environment? How do attachments to place or place-based identities counter transnational state-supported 

discourses in Pakistan?  

Teaching Method: The primary method of teaching and learning in this course will be class discussion.  

Student presentations will frame and produce these discussions, which will require careful reading in advance 

by all members of the class. 





ENG 476  Senior Seminar 
Section Q1 – Dan Malachuk 

Aim:  TBA 

Teaching Method: Lecture, discussion 

Assignments: Papers and student presentations 

Tentative Reading List:  TBA 

Prerequisite:  ENG 280, ENG 299 with a grade of C or better, senior standing, or consent of instructor 

 
 


