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Waking up on September 4™, 2001, I didn’t realize how much my life would
change in a matter of twenty-four hours. At the age of 7, | was trying to comprehend
what moving to a new country across the world really meant. My parents sat my sister
and me down in the living room with a serious look on their faces. They started talking to
us about not seeing a future for us in Greece. They informed us that the education system
was far below the criteria they believed a school should meet. That was all | remember
from that talk. Two week later, I vividly remember getting on the Swiss airplane and
traveling thirteen hours from Athens to Chicago.

Life in the suburbs of Chicago was nothing like life in downtown Athens. |
couldn’t communicate with any of my classmates or teachers because | didn’t speak
English. I couldn’t go out to play with friends because I didn’t have any, and I couldn’t
grasp the idea of being in a new country because life was so different. | would come
home from school on the bus and see my dad crying under the tree that was in the
courtyard in front of our apartment complex. He would see me, pretend everything was
fine, and wipe away the tears steaming down his face. This happened every day for three
years.

As | grew older, | felt the pain my dad felt the first couple of years of being away
from his family, and | finally understood why those tears were always rolling down his
face. Not seeing my grandparents, uncles, aunts, and cousins started to make me hate

being in America. After what felt like years, I was finally comfortable with my new



lifestyle and new environment. | just didn’t realize it would take me six years to become
accustomed to my new life.

I remember my sister and I translating things for my parents since neither of them
spoke English. Some of these things included applying for our green cards, permanent
resident cards, and citizenship. Applying for citizenship is a very long process that may
take years to complete. We first had to apply for a social security number, get our travel
documents, apply for a green card (let five years pass), and then we were finally able to
apply for citizenship. Applying for citizenship, I believe, is one of the most powerful
processes in true patriotism and American exceptionalism in this country because of all
the work and dedication you must put in to gain citizenship.

I remember waiting for my dad to come out of the testing room to see if he passed



minutes later, and only one minute had passed. | was so nervous. | felt like I was waiting
to find out the result of my test. I could feel my hands clamming up and my body getting
tense. My heart was beating so fast, | thought it was going to jump out of my chest. |

heard the door creak open and quickly looked toward it, only to see a woman walk out. |

started to worry, but just as the door closed, it creaked open again and the hairs on my



University of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign continuing her education in architecture, and
I am continuing my love for politics and government, which was fostered by this journey,
here at Western Illinois University. American exceptionalism is not just something you
are born with, it is the ride and joy you get from being an American and everything you

are provided with for being a citizen.



