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EDUCATION   
 
MARQUETTE UNIVERSITY, MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 
Doctor of Philosophy, Modern European History, 1997. 
Major Fields: Old-Regime Europe, Nineteenth-Century Europe, Twentieth-Century 
Europe. Minor Field: North and Sub-Saharan Africa. Dissertation: “Counterrevolutionary 
Catholicism in Western France: The Battle of Belief at Machecoul, 1774-1914.” (Ann 
Arbor: University Microfilms, 1997). 
 
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH DAKOTA, GRAND FORKS 
Master of Arts, European History, 1992. 
Major Fields: Early Modern and Modern Europe. Thesis: “‘Marxism Baptized?’ The 
Catholic Media and the Worker-Priest Movement in France, 1943-54.” 
 
NORTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY, FARGO 
Bachelor of Arts, History, 1987. 
Concentrations: Europe and the United States. Minor: Philosophy-Humanities. 
 

TEACHING   
 
WESTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY, MACOMB 
Professor of History, 2003-2015 (Tenured in 2007, Promoted to Full in 2012). 
Courses 
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 “A Constitutional Church in Crisis: Parish Politics and the Coming of 
Counterrevolution in Rural Western France, 1791-1793.” Proceedings of the Consortium 
on Revolutionary Europe: Selected Papers, 2000. Edited by Donald Horward. Tallahassee: 
Florida State University Press, 2001. Pages 77-86. 
 
 “Reviving the Vendée: The Separation of Church and State in a Western Parish.”  
Proceedings of the Western Society for French History. Edited by Barry Rothaus. Greely: 
Northern Colorado University Press, 1998. Volume 25, Pages 110-119.  
 
 “Prelude to a Massacre: The Ecclesiastical Oath Crisis at Machecoul.” Proceedings of the 
Western Society for French History. Edited by Barry Rothaus. Greely: Northern Colorado 
University Press, 1997. Volume 24, pages 233-244. 
 
BOOK ESSAY 
On Murder in Aubagne: Lynching, Law, and Justice during the French Revolution 
(Cambridge and New York, 2009) by D. M. G. Sutherland. H

http://www.h-france.net/forum/forumvol5/sutherland3.pdf
http://www.h-france.net/forum/forumvol5/sutherland3.pdf
http://www.h-france.net/vol13reviews/vol13no24woell.pdf.
http://www.h-france.net/vol13reviews/vol13no24woell.pdf.
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Review of History and the Enlightenment 
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Paper: “Revolution and Religion in Small-Town France: District Seats as Centers of Schism 
and Scandal, 1791-1792.” 
Milwaukee, 2003. 
Paper: “Two Tales of Small-Town Murder: Competing Narratives of Counterrevolutionary 
Violence in Modern French Historiography.” 
Washington, D.C., 1999. 
Paper: “Justice or Genocide: Republican Retribution in the War of Vendée, 1793-1799.” 
Ottawa, Ontario, 1998. 
Paper: “Fighting for the Future, Praising the Past: A Festival in the Counterrevolutionary 
West.” 
 
THE CONSORTIUM ON REVOLUTIONARY EUROPE
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THE FOURTEENTH ANNUAL JOHN HALLWAS LECTURE IN THE LIBERAL ARTS 
Western Illinois University, 2016. 
Title of Lecture: “The Public Sphere of Past and Present, and the Place of the Liberal Arts.” 
 
UNIVERSITY RESEARCH COUNCIL GRANTS AND SUMMER STIPENDS 
Western Illinois University, 2004, 2006, 2009, 2011, and 2015. 
Collectively these grants enabled me to conduct primary research at archives located in 
Rennes, Toulouse, and Grenoble, France during the spring and summer of 2004, Bordeaux 
and Dijon in the spring and summer of 2006, Clermont-Ferrand, Nancy, and Rouen in the 
summer of 2009, Paris in the fall of 2011
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This travel grant enabled me to conduct primary research for my dissertation in Paris and 
Nantes, France during the academic year. 


