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Curriculum Vitae 
 
Name:    Andrea Alveshere  
Academic Departments:  Sociology/Anthropology and Chemistry  
Faculty Rank:   Associate Professor 
 
Education:      2012 Ph.D. in Anthropology, Human Genetics Minor. University of Minnesota, Minneapolis.  

          Specialty Areas: Archaeology, Biological Anthropology, and Molecular Genetics.  
                          1996 B.A. in Anthropology. University of Washington, Seattle. 
 
Professional Experience: 

• 8/2023 to Present: Director, Office of Assessment, Accreditation and Strategic Planning – Western Illinois University. 
Directing consultation and collaboration for University activities to centralize assessment, accreditation, and strategic planning; 
coordinating assessment and reassessment activities for the institution and individual disciplines; developing continuous 
improvement models. Survey software administrator for Academic Affairs. 

• 2005-2009 Forensic Scientist: DNA/Biology Section, Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Appre
Presentation of progress reports to client and state review board. 

• 1999 ement, species, and tool type for 
modified skeletal remains.  

• 1996-1997 Archaeological Technician -  Louis Berger and Associates, Marion, Iowa. 
Survey, testing, and excavation of historic and prehistoric sites. Artifact processing and computer database management. Typing 
and illustration of prehistoric ceramics, identification and date estimation of historic artifacts. Project area background research, 
preparation of report graphics and tables, and final report production.    

 
Teaching Experience: 

• 8/2013
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Selected Service Activities: 
 
National Service: 
• 2014-Present: Forensic Science Education Program Accreditation Commission (FEPAC) On-Site Evaluator, American Academy of 

Forensic Sciences  
• 2017-2020: Committee on Native American Relations, Society for American Archaeology 
• 2007-2009:  DNA Auditor, National Forensic Science Technology Center (NFSTC) Assessment Program   
 
University Service: 
• 2022 – Present: WIU Council on Instructional Technology 
• 2019 – 2021: Chair, WIU Council on General Education (Vice Chair 2021-2022)  
• 2016 – 2022: University Technology Advisory Group  
• 2016 – Present: College of Arts and Sciences Undergraduate Research Grant Committee 
• 2014 – Present: Women in Science Committee  
 
Department Service: 
• 2020 – Present:  Faculty Advisor for the WIU chapter of the Lambda Alpha National Anthropology Honor Society, Xi of Illinois.  
• 2019 – Present:  Sociology and Anthropology (Soc/Anth) department Webmaster 
• 2014 – Present: Member of the Forensic Chemistry Program Committee (Chemistry Department)   
• 2023:  Member of the Soc/Anth Personnel Committee 
• 2020 – 2021: Member of the Soc/Anth Assessment, Student Recruitment and Retention, and Technology committees. 
• 2015 – 2021:  Faculty Advisor, Western Anthropology and Sociology Club  
• 2019 – 2020:  Chair of the Soc/Anth Technology committee 
• 2019 – 2020:  Member of the Soc/Anth Assessment, Planning, and Student Recruitment and Retention committees.  
• 2015 – 2019:  Soc/Anth Assessment Committee Chair  
• 2018 – 2019:  Member of the Soc/Anth Executive, Student Recruitment and Retention, Technology, and Development 

Committees, and Technology Representative 
• 2017 – 2018:  Member of the Soc/Anth Executive, Student Recruitment and Retention, and Development Committees, and 

Spring Semester Technology Representative 
• 2016 – 2017:  Member of the Soc/Anth Executive, Student Recruitment and Retention, and Development Committees 
• 2015 – 2016:  Member of the Soc/Anth Executive, Planning, and Development Committees 
• 2014 – 2015: Member of the Soc/Anth Development Committee 
 
Grants and Special Awards: 
• 2022-2023: WIU University Research Council Grant. “Utilization of new, portable DNA sequencing technology to examine the 

expression of Neurofibromin, Ras, and associated human tumor proteins in the model organism, social amoeba Dictyostelium 
discoideum.” $5625.00  

• 2018: WIU Summer Stipend. "Creation of a Three-Dimensional Image Teaching Collection to Enhance and Expand Online WIU 
Anthropology Course Offerings." WIU Foundation and the Office of Sponsored Projects, $3,500.  

• 2018: National Science Foundation Major Research Instrumentation Grant Award.  Served as a collaborator on the proposal 
“MRI: Acquisition of a Quadrupole Time-of-Flight (Q-TOF) LC/MS System for Research and Training at Western Illinois University 
and Partner Institutions” submitted with WIU faculty Liguo Song, Jenq-Kuen Huang, and Meshack Afitlhile, and colleagues Audra 
Sostarecz (Monmouth College), and Caitlin Deskins (Quincy University).  Total award:  $299,742.00 

• 2017: National Science Foundation Major Research Instrumentation Grant Award. Served as a collaborator on the proposal 
“MRI: Acquisition of an SEM-EDS System: Encouraging analytical thinking with analytical equipment in undergraduate education, 
research, and K-12 outreach” submitted with WIU faculty Thomas Hegna, Brian Bellott, Andrea Porras-Alfaro, Kenneth McCravy, 
Kyle Mayborn, and Leslie Melim. Total Award:  $709,312.00 

• 2016-2017: WIU University Research Council Grant. “Optimization and Application of a Histamine Quantitation Protocol for 
Food Biochemistry and Forensic Time-Since-Death Investigations.”  $6666.00  

• 2015: Awarded $1,000.00 toward research costs from the WIU Office of Sponsored Projects for completing the First Summer 
Proposal Planning Workshop and Submitting an external grant proposal. 

• 2015: WIU Summer Stipend. “Identification and Characterization of Microenvironmental Locales  and Establishment of Study 
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• 2009: University of Minnesota Department of Anthropology Block Grant for doctoral database analysis and troubleshooting. 
• 2006: University of Minnesota Department of Anthropology Block Grant for laboratory analysis of doctoral ancient DNA 

samples. 
• 2004: University of Minnesota Complexity Institute Emergence in Complex Systems Grant for doctoral pilot study.  
• 2004: University of Minnesota Department of Anthropology Block Grant for doctoral pilot study.  


	Specialized Training:

